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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the commons and traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) in the village
of Tzur Baher in East Jerusalem. The paper presents the commons and TEK as components
of environmental and social sustainability in the village, from which the present generation in
Tzur Baher and the environmental community at large can learn from and receive inspiration.
In addition, connecting these traditions makes it possible to create a local approach to
environmental education and sustainability in the village. After discussing the concepts of the
commons and TEK, focusing on the middle east and the Arab-Palestinian society in Israel,
the paper presents terminologies and documents local practices in Tzur Baher that relate to
environmental sustainability, commons, quality of life, and traditional ecological knowledge.
This part is based on field survey, relevant literature survey, and qualitative research, which is
the focus of the last part of this paper. There, the paper presents a qualitative research in which
different age groups were interviewed in order to identify their perceptions of these issues. The
findings show that for the elderly, in their eighties and above, a tradition of TEK and common-
sense sharing was the accepted (and in retrospect — the preferred) way of life in which they were
born and lived for many years; The "middle generation", of the 60's, remember these traditions
from their childhood, and have seen their decline over time; The younger generation, in their 20s
and 30s, who have grown into a modern world, are torn between nostalgic emotions towards a
healthier and more sustainable and community-supported past on the one hand, and between an
indifferent or even hostile attitude to some of these traditions (or to their applicability in modern
society and culture, and in the context of modern technological alternatives), although they
recognize the health and social benefits associated with them. The article reviews agricultural
and technological traditions in the village and presents them as traditional ecological knowledge
(TEK); The commons traditions are revealed through a review of patterns of cooperation and
sharing of resources, including water infrastructures and land areas, the later particularly
influenced by issues of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and land expropriation.
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