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The Rainbow Children:

Multiculturalism in Current Israeli Children’s Literature
A Study of Selected Narratives by:
Naomi Shmuel, Tamar Verete-Zehavi and Abdelsalam Younis

Dr. Smadar Falk-Peretz

The article presents an introduction to the idea of multiculturalism in the 21th century, as it is
expressed in the fields of children’s literature and education in the Israeli society.
Thearticle’smainaimisto explore current trends regarding the representations of multiculturalism
in current Israeli children’s literature, focusing on the images of children who represent the
‘other’ in the Israeli society.

The main part of the article presents a study of selected narratives by Naomi Shmuel, and by
Tamar Verete-Zehavi and co-author Abdelsalam Younis. Whereas Shmuel’s narratives portray
the story of the Ethiopian immigrants in Israel, Zehavi and Younis’ narratives reflect the images
of the Israeli-Arab child and the Palestinian child.

I argue that these narratives serve as a sound box, which enables these unheard voices to be

heard and recognized by both young readers and adults.
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