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The linguistic and social absorption of the veteran Bukharan
immigrants in Israel

Iris Alfi-Shabtay and Lidya Etgar

Abstract

This study focuses on 45 adults who arrived in Israel from Bukhara during the 1990s. It examines
aspects of language and acculturation, and investigates the manner in which these aspects are
related to the immigrants' age of arrival. The participants were all asked to complete an original
Hebrew questionnaire that had been translated into Russian. While those who had arrived by
age 15 responded to the questionnaire in Hebrew, evaluated their integration into Israeli society
as positive, and ranked their knowledge of Hebrew as very good, those who arrived after age 16
preferred the Russian version of the questionnaire, evaluated their integration as medium—poor,
and ranked their knowledge of Hebrew as medium—low. This was particularly apparent among
immigrants who arrived after age 40. Nevertheless, all participants, regardless of age, claimed
to uphold the Bukharan tradition, and still married only within the Bukharan community. These
findings not only shed light on the unique characteristics of the Bukharan population in Israel,
but they also contribute to our understanding of the relationship between age of arrival and
tradition on the one hand, and successful integration into the target environment on the other.
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