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The Season of Migrating South
Arab Novice Teachers Move South to Teach in the Negev

Orna Schatz Oppenheimer

Abstract

This paper describes the components of the phenomenon of novice kindergarten and school
teachers migrating from north and central Israel to the Bedouin villages in the south. The graduates'
stories reflect their experiences from their points of view as Arab teachers. The premise states that
stories constitute a means of conveying information reflecting human awareness; thus, through
them, we can learn about the professional elements with which every beginning teacher has to
contend. By means of a content analysis of the stories, the focal theme is revealed —namely, coping
with the move from north to south in three stages: (1) the search for and the location of work;
(2) induction into teaching while confronting the reality of the other place; and (3) a retrospective
of the intern year as perceived at its conclusion. The three stages are examined over a time
span via the confrontation with diversity, from the personal and professional points of view.
The personal point of view comprises leaving one's home and family, confronting a different
landscape and culture, and experiencing loneliness and exclusion. The professional point of
view is embodied in the exposure to a different educational environment and to cultural—
professional diversity. Exposing the processes of the phenomenon of transition from north and
central Israel to the south, both from the personal and professional points of view, can promote
better absorption of kindergarten and school teachers into the education system.
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