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Intertextual interpretations as a tool for critical thinking
Sarit Ezekiel

Abstract

This article presents the application of intertextuality as a literary method, as well as a tool for
encouraging the development of critical thinking by the student. Intertextuality in its original
definition means the relationship between the text under discussion and other texts. Intertext,
Reading and the Development of thinking, claims that intertextuality is a much broader term;
it is not only a text in relation to another text, but to a whole network of relationships such as
biography, culture, gender etc. During the course which I taught about this subject, I asked the
students to interpret ‘The song of the letters' by S.Y. Agnon, according to the broader definition
of intertextuality. This article presents the students' interpretations which reflect a variety of
ideas and conventions while giving legitimacy to associative thinking as a guiding principle for
teacher training in the field of literature.
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