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Y: How does being a Jew affect your life?
M: When you know that it is just a small minority, and you know the
difference that it makes when a Jewish person marries a Christian woman
and converts to Christianity, you have to watch out, I date Christian

girls but...
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Y: But why is it important to remain Jewish?

M: Because if everyoue thinks that it doesn't matter just because I marry
a Christian...

Y: Yes but what is good about being Jewish?

M: Well, I just agree with the whole idea of Judaism.

Y: Which idea?

M: Well, like the idea if Jesus was the Messiah?, there wouldn't be any
wars, Its also the warmth of the holidays, 1 go to my grandmothers
house and she makes those foods.
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5: And I have this friend, who is really a good friend, and she came into
my house crying, when I asked her what's wrong, she said that she
couldn't stand the fact that I'm going to go to hell, because we reject
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Jesus (tears were rolling from her eyes as she was telling me this).

Y: And what did you tell her when she said those things?

S: Nothing, I couldn't speak, 1 felt so bad, and I know that many of her
friends feel the same way. '

Y: Do you belong to a synagogue?

S: Yes, but we don't go very often, it is very far from out town, we have
only one more Jewish family in C [a small town in Texas].
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K: It doesn't happen often, but it still happens, I used to hate it, and I
still hate it, but I react differently now.

Y: How did you use to react, and how do you react now?
K: Well, when I was younger I would just, ah, first of all I didn't know
what was going on. Someone would ask me if we killed Jesus and so
on. And I would reply, I can't believe you asked me that! Now I Just
blow it off. They just don't know any better, I guess. So, you really
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find yourself in the Kibbutz, you reaily find out what is important to
you, and even if somebody says something that can offend you, it
doesn't matter any more, because you know what's real and what's
right, and they can't take it away from you.

43 0V DNy
Y: Most of your friends are Jewish?
J: Most of my friends are not Jewish.
Y: Is there a strong Christian influence in your town?
J: More than anywhere else, probably.
Y: How does that influence your life?
J: Sometimes it makes me feel out of place, I'm in the wrong side,
but usually it doesn't have a big influence on me.
Y: When does it make you feel out of place?
J: When people talk about Jesus, burning in hell and all that stuff.
They try to make me believe their way. Sometimes it makes me
angry and then I tell them that I don't agree.
Y: And these are your friends.
J: Yes.
Y: Your best friends?
J: Well, usually we don't talk about religion very much.
If they start talking about burning in hell, then T usually tell them
that we don't believe in hell, and that is the end of the conversa-
tion.
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When one parent, whoever that may be, says "I'll raise you Jewish, but
I'm still going to go to the Presbyterian church”, or "I'll raise you Jewish,
but Daddy doesn't really care, and is not going to come to synagogue
for anything", the kids get a message which is "it doesn’t matter", The
parents are dissolving their Jewish connection by saying "I can't be there
with you",

13 D7T3INN 2200 XN MPNIAN IO MDHYN DY 1000 NN 27
NN T

J: I believe that many children do not know that many of the Christian
teachings originate from Judaism, and that this might lead to conclu-
sions like: "Well, they are really the same thing" and that ethics really
originate from Christianity,
Y: Can you give me examples?
J: Well, like congregants asking about the Shabbat "Why does our day
have to be different?” - assuming that Sunday is the original, the norm.
Y: Are the congregants ever challenged about their Jewishness?
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J: Oh, yes, sure: A Christian will emotionally address Jewish friend to
"save her/him from hell". People encounter situations like this all the
time. In Texas people discuss religion in their lunch hour,
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